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                                                  THE ALUMNI NEWSLETTER

EDITORIAL

OUR IDENTITY IS IN PERIL

Being a Georgian is not just being associated with this great Institution at some time of one’s life. It is infinitely much more than that. It is an ongoing process of becoming a better human being and thereby a better doctor. Since the last one hundred years this Institution has been known the world over as King George’s Medical College. But it seems the new political patrons of the State have their own agenda to settle.

An appeal to all Georgians:

Dear Georgians

 

Repeatedly changing the name of a 100 years old educational institution of national and international standing on the whims and fancy of elected state governments without caring the sentiments of its alumni and faculty is something that we can not take lying down. 

 

The faculty of KGMU seeks your urgent and support to urge upon the President, Prime-minister, Chief Justice, Solicitor General of India and Governor, Chief Justice of High Court, Chief Minister and Advocate 

General of Uttar Pradesh by sending letters and emails. The name King 

George Medical College / University is a matter of tradition, identity and international recognition rather than a representative of a colonial mindset.

 

Please do your best to restore the self pride of all the Georgians.

 

Please give your message to Times of India and Hindustan News Papers to the following e-mail-  ashish.tripathi@timesgroup.com ;                  naveenjoshi@hindustantimes.com 

University Status:

When the prestigious King George’s Medical College was given a change of name to King George’s Medical University we felt that the name change will help the institution have a stronger identity. The move reflected what we had already become and what we yet will be. The new name celebrated our heritage and positions us well for the future. This change of name is purposeless and an exercise in futility.
Before such a change there should have been a task force to survey current students, faculty, staff, parents, prospective students and representatives of the regional community. Most constituents are today not supportive of the change, some enthusiastically so. The task force also should have examined trends in higher education and studied the experiences of other similar institutions which had recently transitioned from college to university. 

Growth triggers changing into an University
Since the good old days the Institution has expanded its enrollment and added new graduate and professional programs. Medical, dental, paramedical and nursing training programmes were already running. The issue of university status came up again as we continued to expand our programmes. We’ve added additional graduate and professional programs that are usually associated with universities. We’ve received public recognition for the quality of our academic programs and faculty—our recent accreditation review and the National rankings, for example—that poise us for a greater vision of what the institution can become. I view this as setting a long-term vision for the campus to increase its prestige and broaden its curriculum, and to continue to raise the bar for the institution.”

Part of a global trend
There is a global trend of colleges changing to university. Since 1980, 94 members of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools of the U.S. have adopted university status. Other regional institutions that have adopted university status in the recent past include Saint Francis, Spring Arbor, Bluffton, Anderson, Findlay, Tri-State, and Indiana Wesleyan. In the general public and among prospective students and their parents, universities may be perceived to be more prestigious than colleges. 

Constituents favor the change
The Task Force found that nearly all constituent groups were in favor, and some strongly in favor, of the proposal to become a university. Students, faculty, staff, and members of the Alumni Board all endorsed the change. Many students are excited about having a university degree because it’s deemed more prestigious. It’s also better for international students when they return home and for other students planning to work overseas, where a recognized medical university degree carries more weight. Overall, the response to the proposed name change from KGMC to KGMU had been positive among students, teachers, alumni and within the community as a whole. I think the change to university status has a positive effect on the entire community.

Taking a step forward
The college campus continues to grow and develop, it will remain focused on its heritage and mission. We’re taking a step forward. We’re not going to sacrifice our traditional Lucknawi heritage, our excellent academic curriculum, or the close relationship between students and faculty. This will still be a very tight community with all the Georgian values and traditions.” It’s important that we continue to emphasize that we are amongst the very best medical institution. The name is less important than the mission, and our purpose continues to be to provide the best education and to mould the best specimen of humankind.

.
We’ve all known a bully. Many of us have probably been tormented by a bully on the school playground. Bullies have made us cower to their whims and in the process they have taken our brown bag lunches and stripped us of our pride. 

At some point, after suffering enough humiliation, we learned to call the bully’s bluff. We fought back. We displayed immense fortitude and challenged the bully. And in response to our challenge, the bully may have thrown a punch bloodying or nose or leaving us with a black eye. It hurt. We cried. But a funny thing happened. The bully stopped bullying us. We stood our ground and the bully backed-down.
When you step up to the big bully and take him by his beards you might be surprised to find that it comes out in your hand and it was stuck there only to scare away timid adventurers.

An Identity crisis:

This change of name to me is a crisis situation where an entire culture is being wiped out due to a political disaster. An individual may experience a loss of identity and begin a grieving process for the loss. The individual is then faced with the continuing challenge to develop a new identity. This does not just apply to individuals, because entire communities can be regarded as a single entity experiencing collective grief for the loss of its shared identity. This makes it more difficult to find yourself anew when your Georgian family and friends are also experiencing loss of identity, self, and home. 
According to Erikson the term identity crisis was first used to describe a group in the Mount Zion Veteran's Rehabilitation Clinic during World War II. It was theorized that the patients were not shell-shocked, neither were they malingers, but they had lost a sense of personal sameness and historical continuity because of the war. Our feelin today after this unfortunate renaming is no different.

This disturbance has been seen continuously in other young individuals who are at war within themselves, in confused rebels and in destructive delinquents who war on their society. Erikson (1968) defines identity crisis as "designating a necessary turning point, a crucial moment, when development must move one way or another, marshaling resources of growth, recovery, and further differentiation" . Therefore, an identity crisis may not always be seen as a terminal crisis, but as a growth point for individuals who were affected by disasters like Hurricane Katrina. Golafshani sees the loss of identity more as a transformation or metamorphosis that is dynamic. This point of view makes it possible for the person to grieve the older identity and culture and move towards the new in a smoother transition instead of a sharp turn. The individual does not have to give up the old ways of a previous culture, but may adapt their former habits to their new environment. 

King George’s Medical College will continue to be an institution that stresses excellence and hard work as foundational for our educational program. Our name may change; our mission will not
CURRENT AFFAIRS

TIMES OF INDIA NEWS

The Mayawati Government on Tuesday decided to rename the King George's Medical University as the Chhatrapati Shahuji Maharaj Medical University (CSJMMU), by making an amendment to the KGMU Act.
A bill seeking to rename the university was passed in the assembly by a voice-vote.
In its previous innings, the Mayawati Government had named the institution as the CSJMMU. The government had upgraded the King George's Medical College to a medical university by an act passed on September 16, 2002.
However, a section of teachers of the university were against the new name at that time. They waited till a change of guard in the state and approached the next Chief Minister Mulayam Singh Yadav. They urged him to give back the institute its original name.
They pleaded that the students had been known as Georgians ever since the inception of the institute in October 1911. 
Georgians, they said, were spread across the globe and bound together by the common name.
A worldwide campaign to change the name from the CSJMMU to the KGMU was run by the International Georgian Association. Emails were exchanged from across the globe and signature campaigns were run.
In December 2003, on the request of the alumni association and the faculty members, the university's name was restored and it came to be known as the King George's Medical University.
As soon as the Mayawati Government took up the reins in the state again earlier this month, it was speculated the name might change again. Hindustan Times had carried a report on the subject on May 13.
While some see the change in the name as politically motivated, others are worried about their identity as Georgians.
Soon after getting the information about passage of the bill, the university administration had started the process of changing the name on the stationery. 
"The change in the name will be incorporated in our records and be used for official communication," said the registrar Yashwant Rao.
PROPOSAL BY ALUMNI
(Ashish Tripathi, Times News Network)

A day after renaming of King George's Medical University (KGMU) by the state government after Chhatrapati Shahuji Maharaj, the Georgian Alumni Association (GAA) on Wednesday launched its "Save KGMC" campaign by floating an idea which it claimed would not only protect their Georgian identity but also keep intact chief minister Mayawati's dream of having an university in the state on the name of Dalit icon.
The proposal floated by Georgian Alumni Association national president, Dr RS Tiwari suggests creation of a new Chhatrapati Shahuji Maharaj Medical University (CSMMU) with KG Medical College (KGMC) as its constituent college. It also suggests to bring all the government and private medical colleges in the state under new CSMMU. "The university would be an affiliating and examination conducting body with all the medical colleges functioning under it with their original names," said Dr Tiwari.

The proposal, Dr Tiwari said has three major benefits -- first it would realise the dream of chief minister of creating an institution in the name of Chhatrapati, secondly it would protect Georgian identity and thirdly it will standardize medical education in UP. "The proposal, if implemented, would not make any difference to Georgians because KGMC started in 1905 under Allahabad University, later it became constituent college of the Lucknow University and now it would become a part of CSMMU," he said.
Significantly, while teachers could not muster courage to openly lodge a protest, septuagenarian Dr Tiwari (1953 graduate) moved around on the campus, exhorting teachers and students to launch a campaign for saving the identity of their alma mater. 
Dr Tiwari criticised vice-chancellors of KGMU and King George's University of Dental Sciences for remaining mute spectators to the entire development and slammed teachers for keeping mum, fearing backlash from the `mafia element' on the campus.
However, KGMU Teachers Association (KGMUTA) distanced itself from the controversy. "We want development of the infrastructure and benefit of the faculty...name change is the prerogative of the government...teachers association has more burning issues to resolve," said the resolution passed at the KGMUTA executive body meet. Although some members offered resistance but government supporters prevailed in the end. Dr Tiwari's proposal was also discussed in the meeting.
Meanwhile, GAA has called a meeting on May 26 to discuss the issue. GAA international president, Prof SD Pandey, said "We will try to meet madam chief minister and request her to accept Dr Tiwari's proposal." He said that the idea of having a medical university encompassing all government and private colleges was even supported by Chancellor TV Rajeswar in his address at KGMU's annual convocation in January. The KGMU Act also has provision for granting affiliating to all medical colleges.
The medical university was created in September 2002 and named as CSMMU by the Mayawati government in September 2002 after carving out medical faculty from the Lucknow University. However, in 2003, medical university was renamed as "King George's Medical University" by the then chief minister Mulayam Singh Yadav on the request of the Georgians. However, now after coming to power, Maya government has again renamed KGMU as CSMMU.
 
IMPACT OF RENAMING

1. Renaming means that KGMU will have to go for fresh recognition from the University Grants Commission (UGC) and Medical Council of India (MCI). It would be the third time in last five years that medical university will be applying for recognition before the two bodies due to politicians name-game. 

2. The name change will result in substantial monetary loss for the university. All the printed material and stationary worth lakhs of rupees would be reduced to garbage. KGMU will have to spend a fortune on printing stationary, billboards, publicity material, examination copies, mark-sheets, degrees and fresh registrations. 

3. Georgian identity is widely respected world over. But this distinctiveness will no longer be there for the graduating students and teachers who used to score over others with the Georgian tag. The new name will also make it difficult for students to get admission abroad for higher studies. Even placements might be difficult. 

4. Another problem for students is that till date they got mark-sheets and certificates in the name of King George's Medical University but now onwards it will be replaced Chhatrapati Shahuji Maharaj Medical University. What will happens if the next regime decides to change the name again

GEORGIANS HURT AND SULKING
(By Ashish Tripathi, Times News Network)

 

Lucknow: Majority of the teachers and students of King George's Medical University (KGMU) have slammed Mayawati government for robbing them of their identity by renaming the university again on the name of Chhatrapati Shahuji Maharaj. But such is the terror of Behenji's men on the campus that none had the courage to go on record.
However, at the same they could not hide their emotions. A couple of teachers broke into tears, as soon as, the news arrived that Mayawati government has passed a bill in the Vidhan Sabha amending the KGMU Act for renaming the university. Students were stunned. Majority were seen speculating about the impact of the decision on their studies and career.
"I have been associated with this university as a student and now as a teacher for last over 30 years...but I never felt so helpless," said a senior professor, who was instrumental in galvanizing worldwide support for the KGMU when Maya government had renamed the university on earlier occasion. Another rued, "We got the original name back in 2003 after so much lobbying and hard work...but now again...its over."
"It's a day of mourning for Georgians," remarked a senior professor, blaming an unscrupulous teacher as the brain behind the unfortunate decision. Reacting to the arguments that change of name will not make any difference, he quipped, "How would you feel, if your name is suddenly changed against your wishes at the age of 50...Supposedly I start calling a person named Krishna as Kansa or for that matter call chief minister Mayawati as Chhayawati."
Significantly, while emotions ran high on the campus, the KGMU administration preferred to stay away from the controversy, unlike Lucknow University administration which had gone all out to oppose the move of renaming the university two years back by the then government. "No comments," said vice-chancellor Prof Hari Gautam, when contacted.
Vice-Chancellor, King George's University of Dental Science, Prof CP Govila, also a Georgian, said, "Name should not make any difference...medical university will remain the same." Interestingly, Prof Govila had led the Georgian delegation in 2003 which convinced the then chief minister Mulayam Singh Yadav for giving back medical university's original name.
Ironically, there were many like Prof Govila, who participated in the 2003 campaign for giving back the identity of the university, but on Tuesday they reacted keeping in mind their administrative positions and changing winds.
KGMU Teacher's Association (KGMUTA) president Prof Ramakant said, "Quality infrastructure and good faculty, not a name, produces a good doctor. The name change is justified if government gives us funds for improving infrastructure and increase pay packages of teachers." However, Dr Naeem Ahmed, general secretary, KGMUTA, said, "association will be make its stand clear after holding a meeting."
It was only the alumni who vehemently spoke without fear for saving the honour of their mother institution.
"Hare Ram...hare Ram...satyanash...(oh my god...its terrible)," was the instant reaction of Prof SD Pandey, patron of Georgian Alumni Association, on hearing the news. A visibly shocked Prof Pandey said, "they did it 2002...We had tried so hard to get the name back after an year...but now again...how can they do this again," he said.
"The hard labour and sacrifice put in for over 100 years to build the KGMU brand has been washed quipped Prof GK Shukla, former head of the ENT department, KGMU. "It would have been better if the government had created an institution and named it after Chhatrapati rather than robbing an established institution of its identity," he said.
"We do not love King George but it has become the identity of over 7,000 Georgians settled across the world. The name change has taken away their distinctiveness. It will take generations to regain the gravity of the Georgian tag," said Prof PK Mishra, former principal and also a Georgian.
Another former principal and Georgian, Prof Ramesh Chandra said, "The matter concerns state government and the medical university. I have no right to interfere but as a Georgian I do not want the name to change because Chatrapati Shahuji Maharaj did not contribute in the making of the medical college."
Former head, medicine department, KGMU, Prof CG Agrawal however, felt that name change will not make much difference. Quoting Shakespeare he said, "What is in a name?" Even after the name-change, he said, students and professors cannot be separated from the Georgian tag. "Earlier they wrote KGMU boldly, now they will have to write it in brackets," 

OPINIONS
WHO IS CHATRAPATI SAHUJI MAHARAJ?
 Shrimant Shahu Shivaji Raje Bhonsle Chhatrapati Maharaj (1682-1749) was the fourth ruler of the Maratha Empire created by his grandfather, Chhatrapati Shivaji, and was officially the Raja of Satara (now in state of Maharashtra, India). More popularly known as Chattrapati Shahuji, he came out of captivity by the Mughals and survived a civil war to gain the throne in 1707. Somewhat of a roi faińeant, he was a good judge of character, but was content to let his Prime Ministers (the Peshwas) rule on a day-to-day basis.

He was the son of the second Chattrapati Sambhaji who was killed by the Mughals in 1689.

During Mughal-Maratha war of 27 years Shahuji was imprisoned by the Mughals after the fall of Raigarh, the Maratha capital in 1689. The Marathas emerged as victorious in this long war. The Mughals retreated around 1707. After the death of the then Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb in 1707, the next Emperor Bahadur Shah released Shahuji in 1707 under conditions which rendered him a vassal of the Mughal emperor.

Civil war: After his release Shahuji had to contend with a competing claim by his aunt, Tarabai and her son, Raje Sambhaji II (son of Rajaram). She set up a competing Kingdom of Kolhapur. With the assistance of Balaji Vishwanath who was later appointed the Peshwa (Marathi for Prime Minister), Shahuji outmanoeuvered Tarabai in 1714 and consolidated his power.

Accomplishments: Shahuji's primary accomplishment was stabilising the fractured Maratha empire after defeat of the Mughals by Marathas. During war of 27 years ,many maratha nobles became powerful .He was the binding force of the Marathas. Under his patronage his many civilian officers like Balaji or army commanders like Bajirao,Raghoji Bhosale and many more expanded the maratha frontiers. In a real sense he was the emperor of contemporary India, but remained grateful to even weak descendants of the great mughals for the reasons during his captivity, Mughals raised him as a prince only and never compromised with honor of his or his mother. He spent his entire childhood and youth, from age 7 to age 28 in the custody of mughals. He had passed through hardships and all uncertainties of life. Born as a prince, became a prisoner at the age of 7, became a Chattrapati at the age of 28 and saw the empire spreading all over the continent. These all events made him rather stronger person .

Socio-political revolution: As a patron, he always gave space to the rising talented buds to act and as an authority made those ambitious chiefs to submit before his highness. Shahuji was instrumental in giving space to new talents irresepctive their background. His reign saw rise of many like Balaji, Shinde and many more talented people who later became the strong support on which the Maratha empire expanded and flourished, especially Bajirao Peshwa and Holkars in North. He is credited with establishing the position of Peshwa, which later became a hereditary position. In addition to appointing the first Peshwa, he also appointed a young Balaji Bajirao I as Peshwa on April 17, 1719, after the premature death of his father. He also appointed Nanasaheb, as Peshwa. These three Peshwa saw the rise essentially due to their patron otherwise it was not possible. These three more or less bear the influence of their master. He is also responsible for appointing Sarkhel Kanhoji Angre to the position of the first Maratha naval chief, in return for his moving loyalty from the Tarabai camp. During his tenure almost all sections of society rose to power. Perhaps Maratha empire was the most socially mobile empire which accommodated many new socio-economic groups which were hitherto miles away from the power. It had had an effect on the social fabric of the nation. Maharashtra witnessed a spate of social changes in late 19th century as a result of this.

Family: Shahuji had four wives, and fathered two sons and four daughters. He adopted two sons, Meherban Shrimant Fatehsinh I Raje Sahib Bhonsle and Shrimant Rajaram II Raje Bhonsle Chhatrapati Maharaj Sahib in 1745 (who succeeded him as the Raja of Satara).

Death: After Shahuji's death in 1749 his adopted son, Rajaram II succeeded him, but he was largely incompetent. The Maratha empire was primarily governed by the Peshwas from then onwards, with the Chattrapatis remaining the titular head. He passed and with him had gone away the dignity of the marathas. Whatever unity they were having vanished and with the Battle of Panipat, Marathas fell apart never to unite till freedom movement.
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MOTIVATION POINT

Small steps are big steps. Little decisions can, over time, cause stunningly wonderful results. Tiny changes lead to real and sustained transformation. It's all about evolution rather than revolution. I know you know that.

It's so exciting to me to think that - this very day - can serve as a springboard to an extraordinary professional and personal life. One decision you make over the coming hours could be the giant leap that launches a tidal wave of greatness that leads you to a place well above your boldest dreams. Remarkable isn't it, this thing called choice? And every one of us can exercise it. Yes, every single one of us.

No decision is unimportant. Every action leads to a reaction. Each move we make creates a consequence and ripples across our destiny. Getting up earlier when you feel like sleeping is the giant leap that begins a new habit called early rising. Coming up with a better way to think/feel/behave at work is the giant leap that creates a new inner pathway called excellence and mastery. Treating people with more respect/kindness and understanding is the giant leap that will soon install a routine called humanity. That little first step sends a clear signal to life that you want to change and have the courage to make the first move.

The first move is always the hardest. Everything's easier after that. Step by step, changing and elevating your game gets easier. You become more confident. The new habits and internal pathways become more familiar. And you - almost invisibly - become greater. And more brilliant. And more of the person you were born to be. Told you it's exciting.

OUR WEB ADDRESSES

King George’s Medical University

http://www.kgmcindia.edu/
KGMC Alumni of the United Kingdom

www.kgmc.org.uk
	Subscribe to KGMC_Alumni 

	[image: image1.wmf]

enter email ad


	[image: image2.wmf]

	Powered by in.groups.yahoo.com 


To start sending messages to members of this group, simply send email to KGMC_Alumni@yahoogroups.co.in
If you do not wish to belong to KGMC_Alumni, you may unsubscribe by sending an email to 
KGMC_Alumni-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.co.in
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